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WAGNER MARSH 
Watershed # 13-Upper Yellowstone River Basin 

Yellowstone County, Montana 

LAND OWNERSHIP: MONTANA DEPARTMENTOF TRANSPORTATION (MDT) 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

This mitigation site was constructed during the spring of 2005 in the eastern portion of the Upper Yellowstone 

River Basin (Watershed #13). Wagner Marsh was constructed on MDT property originally purchased in 1954 

and used as a gravel borrow area for construction of the I-90 corridor. For this reason the Wagner Marsh was 

previously known as the ‘Wagner Pit’. The goal of the project was to create a diverse wetland vegetation 

community including shallow marshes, wet meadows and scrub-shrub habitats. This restoration project is 

anticipated to provide approximately 21 acres of mitigation credits to mitigate transportation projects in the 

watershed. 



COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME 

AMIPHIIBIAN 

IBoreall Chorus Frog Pseudacris maculata 

Northern Leopard Frog Rana pipiens 
Woodhouse':s Toad B'ufo woodhousii 

BIIRD, 

Ameri,can Black Duck Anas rubripes 

A1rnerican Coot Fulica americana 

A1rnerican Crow Cotvus brachyrhynchos 

A1rnerican Goldfinch Spinus tristus 

A1rnerican Robin Turdus migratorius 

American Wiigeon Anas am'ericana 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

IBl,ack-biill led 1Mag1pie Pica hudsonia 
IBI ue-•wiing1edl Teall Anas discors 

WETLAND INHABITANTS 

Lesser Scaup 



COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME 

BIRD 
Bre1.r.1er's BJ;10kbjrd EuJJfmgus cyanocepbalus 
Califomia Gull Lams cafifomicus 

C;1rnada Goose Branta canadensis 

Cinnnmcm TenJ Anas cvanoplera 
Cliff Swn ow Petrocbe!idon pyrrhonota 

Dumetella car0Ji1len.si.sGrav Cathlirrd 

Grea Blue Heron Am'oo nerodias 

Gre.nter Ye:llo.wtegs Ttinaa melanole-uctJ 
Green-winged T eal Anas creoca 
Killde-er Charodrius vociferus 
Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis 
Lesser Ye[)owlegs Tringa llwipes 

Mallard AnasDlatvrhynchos 
Moumi ng Dove Zenakm macrouro 

C.rif!'lnfes aurnfusNorthern Flicker 
Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus 

Northern Pi nta'il Anas.acut.1 
Northern Shoveler Anas clv~ ·ta 
Pied-billed Grebe Podi1Ymbus .Podioeos 
Redhead Aytbv-a americaoo 

BufeojmrmicensisRed-taited Hawk 

Red~w.irnCled B1ackbird Aaemius rmoeniceus 

Ring-n~ked Pheasant Phasranus oolchicus 

Rodk Piigeon CoJumoo fivia 

Oxy,ttra jtnnBiceasisRlJ [) [)Y DUCK 

Simdhill Orane Grus canadensis 

Soog Sparrow Me!osvi:u1 melodm 

Spo eel S;1ndpiper Aclitis macularius 

Tree Swallow Tachvclneta btcolor 

Vesper Spnrro1N Pooeoeres gramineus 

Sfumet1a neglectaN estem Mei:idowlm 

Wilson's Pha1arope Plmlaroous tricolor 

Wilson's Snipe Gaflinaao deUcata 

Dertdroica f)etechlaYELLOW WARBLER 
Ye[low-headed Blaokbi rd Xm1thoce,pnaJus x~ntlwcepha.rus 
YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER Dendroica coronata 
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WETLAND VEGETATION 

Dominant wetland vegetation 

Five community types were observed 

Type 1 – Sandbar willow/Russian olive/Wooly sedge (Salix exigua/Elaeagnus angustifolia / Carex lanuginose) 

Type 2 – Creeping spike rush/ Cattail / grasses (Eleocharis palustris-Typha / Mixed graminoid) 

Type 3 – Grasses-Mixed Graminoid 

Type 4 – Reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinaceae) 

Type 5 – Hard stem bulrush (Scirpus acutus) 

Russian Olive 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1f/Elaeagnus_angustifolia_20050608_855.jpg


Wagner Pit 

Canada Goose Nest 

Muskrat & Lodge 



Roi* DfPAR7MENTOFl'RAIISPORl'AnoN 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2005 to 2010) 

Wetland Mitigation Site 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/brochures/wetland_mitigation.shtml



