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ROCK CREEK RANCH 
Watershed # 11-Milk River Basin 

Valley County, Montana 

LAND OWNERSHIP: PRIVATE 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Rock Creek Ranch wetland mitigation site was developed and constructed by PBS&J Consulting and the landowner 

in the fall of 2004.  The site is situated approximately 3 miles east of the town of Hinsdale, to the north of US Highway 2 

in Valley County. The Montana Department of Transportation purchased 50 wetland credit acres from the site with the 

option to acquire additional wetland credits in the future for wetland impacts by transportation projects within Watershed 

# 11 – Milk River Basin. This MDT project was a part of a much larger cooperative wetland restoration project involving 

Ducks Unlimited and the Natural Resource Conservation Service’s Wetland Reserve Program to restore approximately 
1,500 acres of wetlands on the Rock Creek Ranch.  This site is protected by an MDT Wetland Conservation Easement. 

The mitigation site is a mix of emergent and submerged aquatic vegetation communities, intermixed with meandering 

open water areas to diversify habitat for wetland vegetation, waterfowl and other wildlife species.  A Montana state listed 

sensitive plant species of concern by the Montana Natural Heritage Program, Scarlet Ammannia (Ammannia robusta) has 



 

been observed as occurring within the site.  This rare plant species has only been observed from 3 historical records in 

Garfield and Phillips County, thus making this site an important habitat for the plant. 

Ammannia robusta – Univ. Cal-Berkley photo 

WETLAND VEGETATION 

Dominant wetland vegetation 

Five community types were observed 

Type 1- Broad-leaf cattail/Narrow-leaf plantain (Typha latifolia / Alisma gramanium) 

Type 2- Curly dock/ Foxtail barley (Rumex crispus / Hordeum jubatum) 

Type 3- Eastern cottonwood/ willow (Populus deltoides /Salix spp.) 

Type 4- Meadow foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis) 

Type 5- Curly dock/ Broad-leaf cattail (Rumex crispus / Typha latifolia) 



FISH 

-ortheI·n Leopal'd F1•og (Ra11a pipie11s) 

REPHLE 

Plains Gartet· Snal.e (17,a 11mopl1ir mdrx) Painted 'fu.t·1Ie (011J•Utt1J'f picta) 

Boldod species " ·ere obsen,ed in 2009. 

BIRD 

Americm Avocet (Jiemrvil'ostra america-na) 
:\,fourning Dow (Ze,iaid11 111aC\l·on rn) 
. -01·thel'll Hani er ( Circrrs c:i•1111'e1n) American Bittern (Bota11rr,s lewigino.rns) . 01·thel'll Pintail (A1H1r /lC11f11) American Coot (Frrlim m11e1ica11/l) 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow .l\.mericm Crow (Cori-= brochyrhy1ichos) 

(Sielgidopteryx .rnnipem1is) .l\.mericm White Pclican . ot'fhem Sho,·eleF (.-t11 as d ) 'Pt'llfll) 
(Pelecami.s erythrorJrynd ros) 

Redhead (A. ytllJ•a a111e1imr,11) Bald !Eagle (H aliaeetru leucocepJial!ls) Red-taile.d Hawk (Buteo j amaicensts) Bank Swallow (Ripmia riparia) Red-winged Blackbkd (;.4.gelairrs pl1oe11i~e11r) Bam. wallow (Hinrndo rn.rfic11) 
Rin"-11eckt>d Pheasa1d (Phas-i111mr colC'lm:nr) Black-necked Stilt (H im{mtopus mexicami.s) Ruddy Du.ck (O.,J•11rnjt11111lice11sis) Blue-wi11ged 'fe,1! (.-tnllr dircors) 
S.:mdMl Cr.ine ( Grus Ca11ade11sis) Brewer's Blackbird (Euphllgus cyanocephalus) S.a\fannah Sparrow (Passerc11l11s sa11d-wiche11sis) Brown-h.eaded Cowbird (Molothrus ater) Senripal:mated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) B1illlock's Oriole (l cterus bullocki1) Swa (Por~111111 c/lroliua) Cauada Goose (Bm11f11 ca-11/ldemis) Swain.son's Htnvk (Bu teo swainsom) 

Common Snipe (Gallinago gallilra"o) Swamp, Sparrow (Melospi.za georgiana) 
Comm.on YeUowthro.at (Geothl}pis mchas) Townsend's W.ubleir (De1Jdroica townsend1) 
:Eat'ed Grebe (.Podic:epr nig1icollis) Tree Swallow (Tachyci1ieta bioolor) Eastern King\Jird (Tyrmmus Q>m,mus) 

Upland S:mdpipel" (Barimmia longica11da) iEu:ropem Starling {Si:unms vulgmis) Vespe,r Sparrow (Pooecete.s gr.amineus) Gad,1rnll C,tnar strepera) 
Westel'll :'l:Ie.ado\\'iial'k (Sf11rnellll 11eglecfll) 

Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) V. estem Sandpiper ( Calidris ma1I11) 
Hairy\\ oodpeckex (Picoides villo.ms) Western 'Ianage,r (Pinmga ludm-"iciana) 
KilMee1· (C111lrnd1ir1-1 i·ocifer orrs) V. illet ( Catoptropltoni.s semipalmafus) Long~billed Curlew (N11me1J'.ius ,ame1icam1s) V. illo,;r Flycatcher (Ji:mpidolJ'ax trail/ii) Long~billed Dow~tcher (Li11modromus .scolopaceus) 

Wihon 's !PhaL-irnpe (PJrnlnr oprrs tncolor) :\fallard (,:111/ls plllfyr JJy1rcT10.s) Y•ellow-h.eaded Blackbinll Marbled Godw~t (LJmosa fedoa) (;.Y1111 flwcepl1 a!11 r :rn11tl1 oceplmlus) :\farsh \Yren ( Cistofl1orns p11lustn·s) Y ellow-rnmoed V. arbler (DendJ'Oica coronata) 

:\,[AAIM:AL 

Coyote (Cm,is la-fram) Ra ccoon (Pl'OCj-'0.11 lofor) 
De~r (Odocoiler,s sp.) Richardson's Gl'Om1.d Squi1-we~ 
Long-tailed We.asel (Mnst ela fi·enata) (Spen 11opT1ilu r n'cl1ard.so11i1) 
:'l:fh1k (Musfela i, ro11) White-tailed Jack Ra\JM (Lepm tow,ise11di1) 

&lded spe,,ie5 n,en, observed m 2009. 

WETLAND INHABITANTS 

Long-billed Dowitcher Sandhill Crane 
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/af/Adult_and_juvenile_Grus_canadensis.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/85/Limnodromus_scolopaceus.jpg
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MD7'k 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Rock Creek Ranch 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2005 to 2010) 

Wetland Mitigation Site 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/brochures/wetland_mitigation.shtml

