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PETERSON RANCH-HALL 
Watershed # 2-Upper Clark Fork River Basin 

Granite County, Montana 

LAND OWNERSHIP: PRIVATE 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Peterson Ranch Wetland Mitigation Site was developed to mitigate wetland impacts associated with the 

Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) highway projects in Watershed # 2 (Upper Clark Fork River 

Basin). It is located southeast of the town of Hall, Montana in Granite County on private property protected 

with an MDT Wetland Conservation easement.  This site is developing slowly as a result of water rights issues 

that were encountered late in the project’s development.  The original intent of the project was to provide 

approximately 17 acres of mitigation credits to mitigate transportation projects in the watershed. MDT staff 

will continue to work with this site in the hopes of achieving that goal. 



FISH 

None 
AMPHIBU'.'l 

Collu:mbia. spotted f11og (Ra11a l11tefre11tns) 

REPTILE 

None 
BIRD 

American Coot (Fulica americmra) Lesser Scaup (Aythya affi11is) 
American Crow (Corvus bracJzyrh;yncli·os) Killdee1: (Charadi1:us 1o•ociferor1s) 
American Rohm. (IW'dJJS mtgratorius) Mallard {'111ar pfotyd1y11ct.os) 
Bald Eagle (!Laltaeetus le11cocepli•a{1Ls) Marsh \VFen (Cistofhoms palnstris) 
Ba.ck-billed m.1.gp:ie (Pim pica) Mountain b1'uebirrd (Sialia cumicoide.s) 
Brewer's Blackbird. (E11phagus cyanocephalus) Mourning Doves (Zenaida maa'Onra) 
Bobolink (DolicJrmry r o ;;Jvo1m) Northern Flic.ker (Colaptes ,aW'afus) 
Bohemiim W ru{'l\'.filg (Bo"1b)-cilla g;arrolw) Ri'd.-.Winged BL-ic~i:rd (Agelai11r p11oe11frerrs) 
Brm,'11!-He.adedl Cm.vbiird (J\,{olothros afer) andbill Crane (Grrrs m11t1demis) 
Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedromm) Song Sparrow (Melospim melodta) 
Cliff Swa.llow (Pe.trochelid011 pyrrlumofa) Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularia) 
Common Merganser (Mergus mergm1se.r) Tne SV1'-:tl10lv (Irid:Oprocne b1:color) 
Common Raven ( Co1111..is corm:) Vesper Spm:row (Pooecetes gr:amirieus) 
Common Srupe (Capella p;allinago) W,estemMead'o,,rlad: (SfHniella neyl.ecta) 
Eastern Kingbird (T)'ramws ,ti=mi.s) Willow Fllyc~tcher (Emptdo.nar tmilliO 
Golden Eagle (Aquila cJ1ryisaetos) \Yilson s Ph11L1rope (Steg,mopn s t1icolo1°) 
Gray C<lJtbiird (Dumefdla carolt11ensis) Ye]low-Headed Blaokb:iird 
Gre.at Bfue Heron (Ardea herodias) (Xcmfl1·oc.mhalus xanfl1ocenJ1alus) 
l\B ... \l[\fAL 

1Coyole ( Ca111is latrans) Ri'd. fox (J i ,lpe.~ mlp.er) 
Dtt1· ( Odocoihms SIJp,,.) 

Bo]ded species were obsenred during 2008 mcniitoring. All other species WeFe ohserved during one 
or more of the previou:s monitoring years, b111t not dm:ing 2008_ 

WETLAND INHABITANTS 

Bobolink Columbia spotted frog 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8b/Spotted-frog-yellowstone-16173.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8b/Spotted-frog-yellowstone-16173.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8b/Spotted-frog-yellowstone-16173.jpg


WETLAND VEGETATION 

Dominant wetland vegetation 

Ten wetland community types were observed 

Type 1- Redtop (Agrostis) 

Type 2- Willow (Salix spp.) 

Type 3- Spike rush/ Sedge (Eleocharis spp./Carex spp.) 

Type 4- Sedge/ Cattail (Carex spp./Typha spp.) 

Type 5- Redtop/Rush (Agrostis spp./Juncus spp.) 

Type 6- Sedge/Meadow Foxtail (Carex spp./Alopecurus pratensis) 

Type 7- Timothy/ Redtop (Phleum pratense/Agrostis) 

Type 8- Cattail/ Spike rush (Typha spp./Eleocharis spp.) 

Type 9- Redtop/American speedwell (Agrostis/Veronica americana) 

Type 10- American speedwell/Milfoil (Veronica americana/Myriophyllum) 

American speedwell 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3e/Veronica_americana_17071.JPG


MD7'k 
OE: PARTME:NT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Peterson Ranch- Hall 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2002 to 2010) 

Wetland Mitigation Site 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/brochures/wetland_mitigation.shtml

