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LITTLE MUDDY CREEK 
Watershed # 7-Missouri-Sun-Smith River Basin 

Cascade County, Montana 

LAND OWNERSHIP: PRIVATE 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Little Muddy Creek wetland mitigation project is located in Watershed #7, Missouri-Sun-Smith River 

Basin on private land west of Interstate 15 between the towns of Cascade and Ulm, Montana. It was constructed 

in 2004 by Ducks Unlimited and the land owners to create wetland habitat for migratory birds and to serve as a 

wetland mitigation bank for the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT). MDT acquired approximately 

64 acres of wetland credit from Ducks Unlimited for this project to mitigate transportation projects in the 

watershed. 



FISH, A .. i\il'HIBL\...'-·, and REPTILE 

Common Carp C) p riw,s ca1pio 
Plains Garter Snake , Tirnmno his radix 
BIRD 

Amuicirn AYoeet (Rec11n:irostra a111erira11 a) 
AmHican Coot (F nlica ame1fra1ia) 
Amuican Wigeon (A.1ra_s amer ica11a) 

Amuirnn White Pel!ican 
Pelecmms e.1J·tl1.ror l1p1cf1os 

Blue-winged Teal A.11as disr ors) 
Brewer's Blackbird (E 11plw g 1u rya11orep/1alns) 
Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) 
Canada Goo, e (B ra11ta Ca11ade1uis) 
Canvasback (Aythya valisineria) 
Cim1amon Teal A.11as cya11opfem ) 
Common Raven (Corvus corax) 
Common Snipe (GaUinago gallinago) 
Common Tem (Sterna hinmdo) 
Donble~n-ested Cormo!'au t P lialacr ocomx am-ih'5) 

E:u-ed G1•ebe (Podiceps .n igricollis) 
Eurasian 'Wigeon A11as pe11elope) 
Fe1ruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis) 
F1-auklin's Gull (L ams pipi.,cm1 , 
Gadwall (Anas strepem) 
Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaeios) 
Great Blue Hero11 (A rdea /1erodias 
Greeo--mnged. Te al (A11as aecca) 
Homed Grebe (Podiceps auritus) 
Homed Larl:: (Eremophila alpestris) 
Killdee!' C1ia rad.ri11s voci er o11 s 

l\LUfl\lAL 

American Badger (T axidea taxus) 
Common Raoc.oon (Procyon Iotor) 
Coyote (Ca,iis Iatrans) 
Mule Dee1· (Odocoile11s he111iom1s) 
PJ-011..-born Autiloca ra a1i1e1eicaiw) 

Bolde4 speari.es were obsenred in .. 008. 

Western Chorns Frog (Pseudacris triseriata) 

Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) 
Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringajlavipes) 
Long-b illed Curlew (l\11111e11i11s ame.ricarms 
Long-billed Dowitcher (L11m1odromm scolopaceus) 
Malla.rd (A.u as plaf;rr l1y11chos 
Marbled Godwit (Limosafedoa) 
Moummg Dove (Zenaida macroura) 
No1ifrem Han ier (Circus cyaneus) 
. ·ortbem Pi.ntail (. i n.as acnta) 
. ·01·the m Shonler (A.11a_s c{ipeata) 

Redhead (A ,)'tl1ya a111erica11a 
Red-winged Blackbir d (Agelains p/we11ice11s) 
Rmg~necked Duck (Aythya collaris) 
Ru ddy Duck (Oxyura j amaicensis) 
Sand11ill Crane (Gnrs Ca11 ade1m's) 
Sandpiper (mtidrntified spedes 
Spanow (unidentified , pecies) 
Tree Swallow (Tac/1ycineta bicolor) 
Tmmpeter Swan (CY,gnus buccinator) 
Tundra Swau (CJ-gm,s colw11.bia1111 s) 
Ve per Spru.row (Pooecetes gramineu.s) 
'WestHn :Ueadowlar k Shmrella neg lecta) 
Willet (Catop lrophorus semipalmatus) 
"\Vil,on 's l'bafar ope (P ltaia,•opus t.rico.lor 

Yellow-hea ded Blackbir d (Xm1tlioceplurlm 
.m11t /10-c lralr,s 

Red Fox ( Vi1l,pes vu lpes) 
Richardson's Ground Squirrel 

(Spermop.hilus richar-dsonii) 
\Vhi.te-tailed Dee,r (Odocoileus virginianus) 

WETLAND INHABITANTS 

Horned Lark American Badger 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b9/Eremophila_alpestris3.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/57/AmericanBadger.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b9/Eremophila_alpestris3.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/57/AmericanBadger.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b9/Eremophila_alpestris3.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/57/AmericanBadger.JPG


WETLAND VEGETATION 

Dominant wetland vegetation 

Seven community types were observed 

Type 1- Golden dock (Rumex maritimus) 

Type 2- Knotweed/ curly pondweed (Polygonum/ potamogeton) (Algae/Aquatic wetland) 

Type 3- Broad-leaf cattail (Typha latifolia) 

Type 4- Foxtail barley (Hordeum jubatum) 

Type 5- Knotweed/ Foxtail barley (Polygonum/Hordeum) 

Type 6- Narrow-leaf plantain (Alisma gramineum) 

Type 7- Golden dock/ spike rush (Rumex/ Eleocharis spp.) 

Narrow-leaf plantain 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a3/Alisma_gramineum_plant.jpg


Roi* DfPAlmAENT OF Jli/ANSl'OlfTAJIOH 

Little Muddy Creek 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2004 to 2010) 

Wetland Mitigation Site 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/brochures/wetland_mitigation.shtml

