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COW COULEE 
Watershed # 7- Missouri-Sun-Smith River Basin 

Broadwater County, Montana 

LAND OWNERSHIP: PRIVATE 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Cow Coulee wetland mitigation project was constructed in 1997 to provide partial mitigation for existing 

and projected wetland impacts resulting from Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) projects in 

Watershed #7 (Missouri-Sun-Smith River Basin). Constructed in the MDT Butte District, the 9-acre mitigation 

site is located approximately southwest of the Townsend city limits in Broadwater County. This restoration 

project is anticipated to provide approximately 5 acres of mitigation credits to mitigate transportation projects in 

the watershed.  
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A.U PHIBL-\NS 

Spatted frog (Ram, pr<llio.ro) 

REPTILES 

Co.mmo.n GaiteT Snake (RJmnnophis sirtalis) 
Racer (Coluber COJJ·stri<'.'tor) 

BIRDS 
American A i,;ocet (Rscnrwrostra anJ·ericana) 
American Robin (T11Fdns l?Jigratorius) 
Ame:ri,:.:ui ,nute Pelican (Pelecamu "rythrorh,,nchos) 
Bank S aw (luparia riparia) 
Black-bil ed Magpie (Pica pica) 
Bl11e-winged Te,;tl (.!Pm.r di.scon) 
B.rom 1-he<tded Con·bird (MolothnlS ater) 
California Gull (Lams californicus) 
Canada Coos.I! (B r:anta Canadim.m) 
Cinnaw.011 Te,;tl (.;foas cyanoptMa) 
Cl.'by-<:olon,d Sparrow (Spi.;.ella p all.ida) 
Common Nighthawk (Clumieiles mirror) 
Common R.nren (Con-w ,oorax) 
Common Snipe (Gal/;m,go ga{linago) 
Doub.le-crested Ccumorant (Pha/ac,·ocMax auritus) 
Eastan Kingbird ( Ty r:am,u.r (l,rannus) 
Europe,an Stu:ti.cig (Stun tus mlgaris) 
Grasshop.per Spar.row (.tmmO'dramus s.nsamrmwn) 
Gray CJitbird (Dum,;tella ,carolimmsiE) 
&een°winged Te,;tl (A'nar crecca) 

Ame:ri,:.311 Ehil~eF (Tax.idea t,u:&tS) 

~fe3dow, • ole , ~l.icrotus penmylwmicus) 
White-tailed deer (Odocoileus f'irgiuinmis) 
R.-wroon (Procpm lo.tor) 
Striped rlmnk (Mephiru meplritis) 
Mounfml cottontail (S.vlvilal[W ,rmttallii) 

Killdeer (Charadrius l'ocifarow) 
MallaFd y .,ms p la(l,rlzy-r1chos) 
Mountain Bluebird (Si:alia e11rro.coi:des) 
Mourning Dove (Z.m1aiaa macr:oom) 
Northern Flicker (Colapt:e.s aumtus) 
r-i" or~hu n Rou;gb-ni11icged Sn-,,Ilo"W (Stelgidopteryx 
serripm,io) 
Osp.rey (Pandion halia<IIIU) 
Red-fc1iled Hawk (Butet,jamaicsusi,s) 
R~-win,~ed B]3ckbird (,Ag"lai1u phoe11.iceu)' 
Riug"hlll,,d C ull (L.'brus de]3w:irren:sis) 
Rin,g-nuk:ed Phea~3n t (Phasi11.1n1s oolcliicus) 
Sandhill Cr.me (Gm. Cm,ade,r.siE) 
Son,g SpaiTow (Mela,spfua melodia) 
Spotted Sandpiper Y ,ctilis macu!mia) 
Tn<e Sw3Uo"· ( Tachycinela b-icolor) 
Vio et-green Swallaw (Tac/Jycftista thalassina) 
Western Me.:dowlad (St1m1ella ueglecta) 
\Vood Du.ck 0.ix :;pcma) 
Y ellon- WarhJer ,(J)'enm0oi·ca p elecliia) 
Y,ellow"headed Blackbird (l,mtlrocepha{us 
xanth,,,.,,,,.,halw) 

BoJd.~d species we,e observed. dwfug 2004 mollitmmg . . All oths- speaes wi!re ob,enred during <>ne or mare QJf m.e p<etfous 
mallitorirng,years, but nal <fta:iing2004. 

WETLAND INHABITANTS 

American Avocet Common Garter Snake 
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WETLAND VEGETATION 

Dominant wetland vegetation 

Four community types were observed 

Type 1- Broad-leaf cattail (Typha latifolia) and Hard stem bulrush (Scirpus acutus) 

Type 2- Beaked sedge (Carex rostrata) and Baltic rush (Juncus balticus) 

Type 3- Salt marsh bulrush (Scirpus maritimus) 

Type 4- Foxtail barley (Hordeum jubatum) and Rocky Mountain Iris (Iris missouriensis) 

Rocky Mountain Iris 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/Iris_missouriensis_9423.JPG
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DEPARTMENT or TRANSPORTATION 

Cow Coulee 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2001 to 2004) 

Wetland Mitigation Site 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/brochures/wetland_mitigation.shtml

