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BIG SANDY 
Watershed #11-Milk River Basin 

Chouteau County, Montana 

LAND OWNERSHIP: MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (MDT) 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Big Sandy wetland mitigation site was constructed in 1991 to mitigate wetland impacts associated with 

Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) projects.  Constructed in Watershed #11 (Milk River Basin), the 

site is located northeast of Big Sandy east of U.S. Highway 87 in Chouteau County. The site includes four 

excavated ponds constructed to retain storm water and groundwater and to retain semi-permanent standing 

water.  Design features included nesting islands for waterfowl, irregular shoreline with flatten slopes to allow 

for the development of edge cover, revegetation, and protection from grazing.  This restoration project has 

developed approximately 13 acres of mitigation credits to mitigate transportation projects in the watershed.  
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Northern Leopard Frog (Rana pipiens)** 
\\ estem Chorus Fmv CPseudacris tri,:;mata)• • 

REPTILES 

Painted Turtle (Ch,y,:;emJ•s picta) 
Plains Garter Snake (fhamnophis radix) 
Western Rattlesnake (Crotal1,s viridis)** 
Bm.DS Mal!lard Ynas plaiyrh:,,11clws) 

Marbled GoowiJ: (Limosafedoa) 
American Avocet (Rec11niirosfl"ll ,a111e1icana) Marsh Wren (Ci,:;tothorus palustris) 
American Coot (Fulica americana) Mourumg Dove (Zenaida macroura) 
American Wigeon (A11as ,americmm) Northern Hamer (Circus cyanens)** 
Bfack-necked Stilt (}Iimantopns mexicamu) Northern Pintail (AtJ'as acuta) 
Brewer's Blackbird (f,nphagu.s cymiocephalus) orthem Shoveler (ifoas clypeata) 
Canada Goose (Bn.mta Ca11ade11sis) Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps)** 
Ca:n:va:sbad: (Aythya vali,:;i1Jeria) Red,.winged Blackbird (,4gelai11.r phoeniceiis) 
Cinnamon Teal (All'ru cya11optera) Rock Dove (Colmnba Uvia) 
C]jff Swallow (PetrocJ1elidon pyrrlionota) Song .Sparrow (j,J.elo.sp iza melodia)** 
Common Snipe ( Galliliago galliliago) Swai.llil:on's Hawk ( Buteo swai11so11i ) 
Common. Y eUowthroat ( Geothl:ypis flichas) Tree S,vallow (fochy:cineta bicoloi) 
Eastern Kingbird ( Tyrannus fymmws) Vesper Sparrow (,Pooecetes gr,amimmi)** 
Gadwall (Anas strepera) \\ estem Gret e (Aechmophonis occiden.talis )* • 
Golden Eagle '4qttila clny.saetos)** \\estemMe:idowlark (ShlnJella tJeglecta) 
Grasshopper Sparrow c,tmmodl"llmus savannarum)** Willet (Catopfropl!onu semipalmatus) 
Homed Lark (Eremophila alpestris)** Wilson's Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) 
Killd.ee. (Chamdritu vocif ero11s) Yellow-hea.ded Bfa.cUJird (XantJrocephaltu 
Less-er S.caup (AytJiya ajfinis) xanthocepJialns) 

! B ,_\ O.Li\LS 

M11le Deer ( Odocoileus hemio1ws) 
Muskrat (01Jdatm zibethic11s) 
Pronghorn (Antilocapra ame1icana) 
Raccoon (Procyon lotor') 
Richardson's Ground Saumel r.'i'nermovhil11.r ricJ1ardso1rii', 
** f'lh~~~ ,,,,1 hv i\ffil ,h ,nn«nn~T , ,i~it.• · nnt nh~~-~ -~,I .l.mn ~ form~ I "lnn , --- ' •--'-~ ,_,;;,,.;,h ~~ 

WETLAND INHABITANTS 

Marsh Wren Northern Leopard Frog 



WETLAND VEGETATION 

Dominate wetland species 

Type 1- Broad-leaf cattail (Typhia latifolia) 

Type 2- Foxtail barley/ American bulrush (Hordeum jubatum/Scripus americanus) 

Type 3- Pondweed/Water milfoil (Potamogeton/Myriophyllum) 

Typhia latifolia (Broadleaf cattail) 

http://www.emporia.edu/earthsci/student/morrison1/images/lat.jpg


Big Sandy 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2001) 

Wetland Mitigation Site 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/brochures/wetland_mitigation.shtml

