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ALKALI LAKE 
Watershed # 8- Marias River Basin 

Blackfeet Indian Reservation 

Pondera County, Montana 

LAND OWNERSHIP: BLACKFEET NATION- MDT EASEMENT 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) in cooperation with the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and 

the Blackfeet Nation’s Environmental Office and Fish & Wildlife Department, developed a wetland restoration 

project within the historic Southeastern arm of Alkali Lake on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation in Pondera 

County, Montana. This site is located in Watershed #8 (Marias River Basin).  The Alkali Lake restoration 

project was originally proposed in 1996 by the Blackfeet Nation Fish & Wildlife program and the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service (USFWS) as a means to re-establish shorebird and wetland habitat to the area. The project is 

comprised of an approximately 175.8-acre historic lakebed that was constructed and flooded in late 

summer/early fall of 2005. This restoration project is anticipated to provide approximately 154 acres of 

mitigation credits to mitigate transportation projects in the watershed. 



FISH, AMPHIBIA S, REPTILES 

Juvenile fi5h (unidentified species) 
BIRDS 

American Avoret (Recurvirostra a111erica11a) 
American \Vhite Pelican (P elecmms ery lhrorh_r,1chos) 
American \Vigeon (Auas a111erica11a)2 
Bufflehead (B ucepltala albeola) 
Canada Goose (Brauta Ca11adensis) 

Canvasback (A.rtl1ya valis i11eria) 
Cinnamon Teal (Anos CJ'011optera)2 

Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula)2 

Common Snipe (Galli11ago gallinago) 
Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)1 
Greater Yellowlegs (Trh1ga 111 ela11ole11ca) 
G1·een-winged Teal (A11as crecca)2 

Gull (California, Lams califomixus, or rung-bill, L. delawarem.is) 
Gadwall (A11as strepera) 

Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) 
Killdeer· (C/Jaradrius vociferous) 

Lesser Yellowlegs (Tri11ga j7avipes)1 

!\IA1,mIALS 

American Baclger (Ta;, ·idea taxus) 

Porcupine (E rethizou dorsatu111}1 
White-tailed Jack Rabbit (Lepus towuse11di1) 
,, bite-tailed Deer (Odocoile11s virJ[i11imms) 

Long-billed Cudew (¥11111eni11s 

a111erica1111s)2 

Mallard (A 11as pla(rrhptchos) 
:.\Iarbled Godwit (L imosafedoa) 
Northern Harrier (Circus cya11eus) 
-Xorthern Pintail (A nar acuta) 
Northern Shoveler (A11as ci}peata) 
Osprey (Pa11dio11 haliaetus)1 

Prairie Falcon (Falco mextcanus)1 
Ruddy Duck ( O;i.y ura jamaice11sis) 
Sanderling (Calidri r a/ha)1 
Sparrnw (11 11ide11rified species) 
SwaUow (1111ide11tified spede-S) 

Tundra Swan (CJ•g1111s col11111bfo1111s) 
Vesper SpaiTow (Pooecete-S gra111i11eu r) 

\Villet (Caloptrophorus semipalmatus) 
"ilwn's Phalarope (Phalaropus 

l'ricolor)2 

Bolde,d species ,v e.re obsen;ed m 2006 , observed during fall 2005 post-consttucnon mspechon; ~ obseived by IvIDT. 

WETLAND INHABITANTS 

American White Pelican Northern Shoveler 



 

 

WETLAND VEGETATION 

Dominant wetland vegetation 

Two community types were observed: 

Type 1 - Nuttall's alkali grass (Puccinellia nuttalliana), Foxtail barley, Small-flower 

sumpweed, and Halberd-leaf saltbush 

Type 2 – Scattered stems of three-square bulrush (Scirpus pungens), a round-stemmed 

bulrush (Scipus spp.), and Broadleaf cat-tail (Typha latifolia) 

Nuttall’s alkali grass 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/58/Puccinellianuttalliana.jpg


Alkali Lake 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2006 to 2010) 

Wetland Mitigation Site 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/brochures/wetland_mitigation.shtml

