
September 3, 2021 MDT Project Level Air Quality Conformity Flow 

Is the project exempt 
(40 CFR 93.126) or 

a traffic signal synchronization 
project (40 CFR 93.128)? 

Is project 
federally 
funded or 

approved by 
FHWA/FTA? 

Project is not subject 
to conformity. 

Is the project in a 
nonattainment or 

maintenance area? 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

The project is located in the (insert 
Nonattainment/Maintenance Area) but is 
exempt from conformity per 40 CFR 
93.126 or 40 CFR 93.128.  
Note: No additional analysis or discussion 
is required. 

The project does not use federal funds 
and/or does not require approval by 
FHWA/FTA, therefore, it is not subject to 
conformity. 

The project is located in an area that is in 
attainment of the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (NAAQS) for all regulated 
criteria pollutants.  Therefore, this project is 
not subject to conformity. Note: No 
additional analysis or discussion is required. 

Project is not subject 
to conformity. 
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No 

No 

Does the project match the 

description of the project 

that is in the MPO’s 

transportation plan? If 

project not in an MPO area, 

does the project match the 

project listed in STIP? 

Yes 

Determine need for Hot-
Spot Analysis (see next 

page). 

TIP, STIP and/or LRTP must 
be amended before a 

conformity statement can 
be included in the NEPA 

document. 

Amend the plan to include 
the project or update its 
description to match the 
project being analyzed. 
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To Determine Need for Hot Spot 
Analysis 

Projects in PM2.5 and PM10 Nonattainment Projects in CO Maintenance Areas – 
or Maintenance Areas Missoula, Great Falls, Billings 

Prepare the Project Level CO Hot-Spot Determination 
Prepare the Project Level PM Hot-Spot Determination 

Process Form for Interagency Consultation to 
Process Form for Interagency Consultation to 

document whether the project requires either a 
document if the project is one of “Air Quality Concern.” 

quantitative or qualitative analysis of CO. 

Does the project 
Is the project one of Air need a QUALITATIVE 

Quality Concern? or QUANTITATIVE 
analysis? 

Document Conclusions and Interagency Consultation, 
Noprepare statement of Project Level Conformity No 

Determination. No further analysis needed. 

Yes Yes 

Step 1. The CO Qualitative analysis can be completed in-
house by the Analyst.  If a Quantitative analysis is 
necessary (CO or PM), contact FHWA Region Office to 
request assistance/advisement from FHWA Resource 
Center. 
Step 2: Complete the Hot-Spot Analysis with Interagency 
Consultation, document results and prepare statement of 
Project Level Conformity Determination.  Analysis 
Complete. 
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